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Elders Minifte 8, Aid Meſſengers I 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAP TIST . CHURCHES 


— — Y'Y cok. 3 : 2 : 
"age CH n . 
9 


WESTE RN  AdSUCIA TION, 


Menbled at PORTSEA, HANTS, Fune 4th and oh, 
1800. 


Mazinbeing the important Dottrines of three equal Perſons 


in the Godhead ; eternal and perſonal Election; original 


Sin; particular Redemption; free Juſtification by the 
| imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt.; efficacious Grace i in 
\._ Regeneration ; the ſinal Perſeverance of real Believers z 
the Reſurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment: 
the eternal Happineſs of the Righteous, and everlaſting 
; _ Miſery of the Impenitent; with the cy 

Onder of the Churches, inviolably : 


To the dae Churches they 7 or ;r from which they 


have received Letters. 


Grace be to you. Oe Peace, from God the Father, and 
9 From jews Thfriit our Lond. 


Fsalxps and BRETHREN, © © 


Gracious Providence rea | conducted us another 
year, on our journey through the wilderneſs, we have 
once more met to enjoy the privilege of this Aſſociation... 
Vour affeftionate letters were received, and a mixture of 
pain and pleaſure was felt, while we attended to the ſtate- 


ment en of the deſires 5 of your 1 ang the « circum- 
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ſtances of your reſpettive Societies. We ſtill learn that 
many are the afflictions of the righteous, and bleſſed be 
God, not fewer ate their mercies. With the tenderneſs of 
chriſtian ſympathy, would we weep with thoſe who weep, 
and rejoice with thoſe who rejoice, The State of t 
Churches in the paſt year is peculiarly intereſting. Some 
of our venerable Leaders are gone. They were ripe for 
Glory. Our fathers where are they, and the prophets do 
they live for ever. The aged Burford had far exceeded 
the uſual term allotted to man ; but we have loſt one, whole 
days we truſted were not fulfilled, and whoſe remaining 
| | Vigor and attivity enconraged nur fandeſt hopes, that he 
_ might have hleffed che Church of. God for a longer period, 
*8 and have added much, by his preſence and ſervices, to the 
pleaſure of this aſſembly. Francis, dearly loved by us all, 
and by all the churches, is, however, no longer found, 
-2where he uſcd ſo regularly to attend. We liſten no more 
to his friendly counſels, nor join his fervent prayers; we 
. hear no more his melodious voice, telling poor ſinners the 
* unſearchable riches of his compaſſionate Redeemer. . But 
We ſhall we dare to wiſhhim back from the boſom of his Lord ? 
x Rather would we gratefully rejoice in his bliſs, and preſs 
* on with renewed ardor, till we alſo receive the crown, 
_— » which our Lord has promiſed to all them who love his 
5 ' appearing, With pleaſure we hear of God's gracious 
regard to his bereaved Churches. An Eliſha catches the 
falling mantle of Elijah. And the kind Father of mercies 
ie n«a Only healing the breaches made in our ſocieties, but 
has afforded us a large increaſe. Zion's cords are len; 
| ened, and her ſtakes are ſtrengthened. Nor is it merci) 
1 from our own connexions that 1. freſhing tidings gladden 
1 our hearts; we have had accounts from different parts of 


1 the world, that the word gb ite Lord runs and is glorific 
1 Sinners, beloved, precious tellow-nuucrs, Hock to ſeſus. 


As it behoveth us to continue our anniverſary letter to 
ou, whom we. eſteem as our beſt friends and neareſ} 
kindred, we delire to addreſs you under the influence of 
no other motive but the Love of Chrift. The welfare of 
his univerſal Church is of the . firſt conſideration. RY 


_ her ſalvation go forth as brightneſs, and her righteouſneſs. 
_ ' : as a lamp jay While we take the liberty of- 


= _ - indulging a ſpecial attachment to you, whom we immedi- 
18 "ately addreſs, we truſt that we are ſtrangers to the baneful 
2 ſpirit, Which confines the regard of the bigot to ſect or 


63 


perity of all true chriſtians, 1 1 the world. This 

fordid, ſelfiſh principle would we deteſt, and hope to ſee it 
univerſally baniſhed from the church of God. It is with 
peculiar pleaſure and the fondeſt expettation, that we find 
Various denominations of Chriſtians cultivating a greater 
meaſure of brotherly love to each other, and exciting one 
another to more zealous efforts for the propagation of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt. May the ſweet cement of union uni- 


verfally obtain, and our exertions be increaſed abundantly 
on behalf of the common cauſe of our Redeemer, and in 
O poſition to the Ciic ines Of 11 vi oſs. | Are we diſciples of 
the bleſled Jeſus ? ſurely our grand prineiple mult be a 
love to ſouls, and an earneſt deſire for their ſalvation. It 
was the gracious errand of the Son of God to fave loſt 
ſinners ; can there be Chriſtians who are not actuated by 
the ſame benevolent motive? Ye lovers of Immanuel 
and of precious ſouls, ceaſe not to pray and labor, and 
ſtrive, that the kingdoms of the world may become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, Ought not union 
to be cheriſhed and cultivated, as much as poſſible, amon 
all Chriſtians ? Has not fervent, energetic prayer availe 
much? What glorious effects might we expect from a ſtill 
eater combination of our prayers and our efforts, to 


extend the kingdom of the Meſhah ! Were all hjgſubje&ts 


united in one ſacred phalanx, what victories mii we ob- 


tain over the hoſts of Apollyon ! what trophies might we 


erect to the honor of the captain of our ſalvation |! 


-:Bgeloved | Feeling as we do, for the preſent circumſtances 
ol%hankind, we cannot repreſs a few thoughts, which we 
offer you in this letter. Political ideas we do not mean to 
obittde ; the leſs Chriſtians trouble themſelves about tem- 

val governments the better. My ling dom, ſaid our 
Lord, 2s not of this world, elſe would my ſervants fight. 
May it ſuffice you to know by whom kings reign, and 
princes decree juſtice. The Judgments of God are abroad 
in the earth, have the inhabitants thereof learned righteouſ- 
neſs ? Without cenſoriouſneſs, it is apparently far other- 
wiſe. In making this remark, we mean nvt ſo much 
to upbraid the carnal and propronc 12 5 of mankind; on 

them we look with grief and pity. Forlorn indeed is their 
ſtate, without God, and without hope in the world. But 
our particular enquiry is, What is the operation of preſent 
circumſtances on thoſe who are real Chriſtians ? From 


general 


party, and prevents his ſeeking and rejoicing in the proſ- 
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eneral obſervation, we fear their effect has been far tod 

ittle : ſo that in many inſtances it ſeems fcarcely viſible. 

The evils of war, of poverty, and famine, are very great ; 

but we are more afflided to notice the great indifference, 

the inſenſible ſtupor, the dreadful unconcern, which 

> (9g to influence ſo many of the profeſſed people of God. 
r 


e not theſe things ominous of greater judgments ? Our 


deſire is not to alarm by a-timid diſtruſtful ſpirit ; but 


ſurely reflection is highly neceſſary. It was of old a ſuit- 


able requeſt, offered by one in affliftian, Sher me wherefore 


thou contendeſt with me. But now, when the Almighty 
has a coiteit with ws, who enquires properly into the 
cauſe ? and who applies earneſtly to God for . * 
It is evident the Lord has a controverſy with the Nations; 
and are not you Chriſtians involved in the 3 calamity v 
but it is feared, that Iſrael doth not conſider. It is necel- 
ſary to feel the rod, and to be humbled under the mighty 


hand of Jehovah, ere deliverance can be expected. Dear 
* Brethren ! you cannot be. ignorant of the mind of God: 
even when he had intimated intentions of mercy, he ſaid, he 
would be enquired of, by the houſe of Iſrael, that he might 
do for them the things he had promiſed. . We fear too little 

attention has been paid to this duty, in the preſent ſtate of 


public affairs. * Bad as preſent .circumſtances are, ſure] 

they would have been worſe, had not God inthe midſt of 
Judgment remembered Mercy. Let us not, on this account 
preſume, and be unmindful of the voice of his rod. Rather, 
let us return unto the Lord, for he hath torn, and he alone 
can heal, he hath ſmitten, and only he can indus up. 
We have ſinned ! we have all ſinned ! May we with con- 
trite hearts cry out, Great are thy tender mercies, O Lord, 
quicken thou us, according ta thy.zudgments. Gratitude 
and prayer are proper companions : thus our religion 
teaches us, in all thrngs by prayer and ſiipplication, with 
THANKSGIVING, to let our requeſts be made known unto 
God. _ 5 


If we arethe N of penitential diſtreſs it will be moſt 


natural to deſire a fuller knowledge of our crimes, that we 


may confeſs and forſake them, and ſeek for freſh diſcove- 
Ties of pardoning mercieg and ſanctifying grace. It is 


- © impoſſible we ſhould here point out, in what ſpecific wav 


each individual may have contributed, to inhance the 


enormous mats of national guilt: but we are diſpoſed to 
_ Tay; Ingratitude is a feature ſo very prominent in the 


character 


—— 


- 
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charafter of fallen man, that it may well he conſidered as 


having a large ſhare, in the provocations which might juſtly 


cauſe our Savior to hide his face from us. The generality 
ot mankind ſeem devoid of one ſolitary reflection, on the 


ſource of their exiſtence, and of all their mercies. The 


ox knows his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib, but 
ungrateful man. doth not conſider, And are there not 
many, even among profeſſors of religion, whoſe prevailing 
crime is ſadly evident ? Though they own they are ſinners, 
and hope they are pardoned ſinners, inſtead of ſaying, 
Wheretore ſhould a man complain, who expects to live 


for ever, and truſts he is chaſtened here, that he may not 


be condemned with the world? they indulge a murmuring, 


repining ſpirit, againſt providence itſelf; and as to the 


inſtruments of their relief, they ſometimes act towards 


them, as though their benefactors were obliged to them for 


accepting their favors, rather than the receivers indebted to. 
their beneficence. It is painful to bring forward ſuch 
cenſures of ingratitude, and to ſuggeſt that they are appli- 


cable to ſome who can talk of evangelical religion; but 


fidelity obliges us to remind theſe unhappy characters, that 


their conduct tends to paraliſe the hand of charity, and ſhut. 


up the bowels of compaſſion, while they thus inſult their 
friends, grieve their miniſters, and undoubtedly. offend 
God himſelf, Pride and ingratitude were the fins which 
turned Angels ont of Heaven, and made them Devils ; and 
by theſe Jeteſtable diſpoſitions, man is become neareſt of 
kin to thoſe apoſtate ſpirits. | 


But we drop this painful ſubject; for though the evil is 
greet, and has obtained a place where it ought to have been 
peculiarly abhorred, yet we hope far better things of you 
in general, even ſuch as accompany ſalvation. You have 


attended, and will attend, to the ſalutary admonition, 


Watch and pray, leaſt you enter into temptation. Not 
only ſhould we carefully avoid evil, but earneſtly follow 
after that which is good. A negative religion, we truſt, 
will never be accounted ſufficient in our ons cn 


Do we feel the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in our hearts? 


Surely it will operate. It will conſtrain us to cry out, 
What ſhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits ! 
Chriſtians! Every moment places us undernew obligations. 
A treſh tribute of gratitude is due from us continually. 
Cultivate this amiable grace. It will be productive of 


unſpeakable advantages, and greatly enhance your enjoy- 


ments 
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| f ments. An affecting ſenſe of your beingleſs than the leaſt 


| of God's mercies, a deep conviction of your obligations to 
his grace, and a concern to render ſuitable returns, will 
1 ' MII your grateful breaſts with the fweeteſt delight. Though 
Y we ——_ not preſume to ſuggeſt, that perſonal benefit is 
| the ſole and prime foundation of true love to God, yet the 
\K language of the Apoſtle, © we love him becauſe he firſt 
1 loved us, not only reminds us, that efficacious grace firſt 
Wh implanted the love of God in the hearts of his people ; but 
| alſo that his amazing love, diſplayed in the goſpe method 


of ſalvation, is the brighteſt manifeſtation of his infinite 

excellence; and likewiſe that an intereſt in his ſpecial favor, 
3 when it can be proved by ſcriptural evidence, is a moſt. 
powerful motive to a truly gracious gratitude. 


| Such a holy gratitude deſerves your conſtant attention, 
not only as it's exerciſe is ſo pleaſant and profitable, but 
al ſo as it tends to the advancement of the divine glory, and 
ſtrongly proves that the goſpel is from God, which is ſo 
5 effectual in ſtimulating thereunto. It produces effects to 
ig which other men are utter ſtrangers. Self, and this preſent 
. world, are all in all, to the carnal. But, in real Chriſtians, 
[| 1 Self is ſwallowed up in God. Their great deſire is to 
if know and dohis will. They love his truth, they walk in 
his ways, they. concur in his deſigns, they habitually 
make his glory their ultimate end. 


\ = May the Holy Spirit inſpire your minds, beloved Brethren, . 
Wl: with ardent and growing concern, for the diffuſion of his 
ſaving health among all the nations of the world, for the 
17 peace, purity, and proſperity of the church of Chriſt, and 
1 the fulleſt diſplay of the glory of God. May we go on from 
1 ſtrength to ſtrength, 'till being made meet for heaven, we 
8 Join our departed friends, and unite with them in grateful 
1 Hallelujahs, Now unto him who loved us, and waſhed us- 
W | From our fins in his. own blood, to him be glory and 


dominion for ever and ever. Amen. $ 


| | 
1 Signed on behalf of the Aſſociation, 
1 and at cheir deſire, by 
7 : | 


JOHN RYLAND, Moderator. 
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BREVIATES, 


Fi BREVIATES. 


SOME of the Miniſters arriving at Portſca on Tueſday Evening, a Meeti 
was held beginning a little before ſeven o'clock, when Brother Kingden, of 
Frome, prayed, and our Brother Dore, of London, preached. from 1 John, 
iii. 3. Every man who hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, Sc. Brother ; Pp 
Cox, of Horſington, concluded. | e f 
Wedneſday, yo 4th. The Miniſters and Meſſengers met, at three o'clock - 
in the Afternoon, when Brother Ry/and was appointed Moderator, the | 
Preliminaries were read, and Letters from Forty Churches, minutes being 
made of their contents. This meeting was begun in prayer by Brother Cox, 
of Horſington, and concluded by Brother Birt. 
) / In the Evening, Erother Flint, of 5. (who was ordained Paſtor, on 
the 16th of laſt April, 'in the rogm of his glorified Father-in-law, Benjamin 
Francis,) began in prayer, & Brother Kingdon preached from Prov. xxviii. 13. 
He _ covereth his fins ſhall not proſper, Ec. Brother Stradling, of Lymington, 
cloſed. | | . 
Thurſday Morning VI. The following Brethren engaged in prayer Perry, | 
of — : . and of Southampton ; Smith, of Lymington ; Robert? 
of Brixham, (near Torbay, a new intereſt) Miel, of Winbourne ; Croome, of 
Broughton ; and Price, of Yeoutl. Received the Money for the Aſſociation | 
Fund, and for the Letters, both amounting to 95. 175. d.; and di- | 
tributed immediately £77. 175. to the relief of aged Miniſters, and of others : 
with large families, and ſmall incomes, as well as toward the defraying part 
of the expences of ſeveral Who are moſt active in village preaching. The 
Moderator prayed at the cloſe of this meeting. | | 
X$&. Brother Saffery prayed, and Brother Birt preached from John vi. 37. 
All. that the Father giveth me, ſhall come unto me; and him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wiſe caſt out. : | ©: IF 
Brother Daw/on then read the general Letter, and Brother Gr:fin, Paſtor of 
the Independent Church at Portſea, concluded. 132 5 
Aſternoon III. Brother Stcadman prayed, Brother Ryland preached from 
Pſ. Ixvii. 2. That thy Way may be known upon earth, thy ſaving health among 
all nations. Brother Bogue, Paſtor of the Independent Church at Goſport, 
cloſed.” - | | 5 
The Miniſters and Meſſengers ſtopped after this ſervice, a Letter was read 
from the Church at Dartmouth, requeſting admiſſion into the Afſociation, 
which was cordially granted. | | 
It was reſolved to recommend it, to ſuch of the Churches as have neglected 
it, that they ſhould defray the expences of their Miniſters in journeying to 
the Aſſociation, which mult often preſs hard upon ſome of them. A hint to 
the liberal will ſuffice. a 5 | 
The Moderator ſigned. the Letter by deſire of the Aſſociation, who ordered 
it to, be printed. | Rp | 
It was reſolved, That the next Aſſociation be held, on the Wedneſday 
and Thurſday in Whitſun week 1801, in Brother Birt's Meeting in the 
Square, Plymouth- Dock; Brother Horſey and Brother Saffery to preach ; in 
caſe of failure, Brother Ryland, and Brother Flint. Brother Birt to draw ux 
the circular Letter. : D Big | 
7” Put up at the Prince Wiliam Henry, in Duke: ſtreet. 
vening, FVII. Brother Dawſon began in prayer, and Brother Sharp 
preached from Iſa. xlviii. 9, 11. For my name's ſake will I defer mine anger, | | 
Sc. Brother Stone, lately ordained Paſtor of the fecond Baptiſt Church in 4 
Poriſea, concluded in prayer. Brother Horſey, Paſtor of the Church where | 
we met, gave his affectionate thanks to the Brethren for their attendance, and 
- our aged Brother Kingdon, in the name-of all his brethren, returned thanks to | Ht 
the Church and it's Elders, for their cordial hoſpitality, wiſhing our next : 9 
meeting ty be in Heaven, gr nearer ig it. Amen. OF 1 
ROM |  Litters | ! 
1 


Letters were received from the following Churches, and 
** of them had Meſſengers preſent at the Aſſociation. 


c | 1 19. Calne, 1 * 
x2. 2 an 22 Crockerton, Clark (88 
n 1 Redding . Downton, F 5 ro ) 
DEVONSHIRE. = Grittleton an 
2. Bampton, S. Norman Malmſbury, X. Mofery 
3, Bovey, F. Sprague 23. Melkſham, _. T. Ward. 
Coll J Gillard 24. Saliſbury, Te Saffery + 
+ ride, Rumſon + " _ -»SOMERSETSHIRE. 
5 Dartmouth, ile '25. Bath, . Porter 
Exeter, D. Sprague 26. Beckington, 4 Hinton 
- Kingſbridge, H. Fenn fi Brin gewaer, 3. Morgan 
Plymouth Dock? | 28. Biiftol, iu . 
e Birt ad, F J. Ryland 
\ outh Dock . Tommas 
1 mt rty-ſtreet hk} m Siradman | 29. * in 7 Shar þ 
10. * e B. Tana Aff § § 9 Bernard 
11. Tiverton, 30. Chard, Jon Toms 
12. . Ypottery, J. Rippon, Sen. | 31. Frome,  #. Kingdon 
| DorsETSHIRE. 32. Hatch, . Breaker 
i» Loughwood, Rich. Gill + 33. Horlington, s Cox 
14. Lyme, * . Dawſon 34. Stokegomer, K. Humphrey 
25.4 Winbourne, Miel! 38 Wellington, J Cherry 
| Lot | " . F ©". Fe 
Horſe LOCESTERSHIRE. 
5 Portſea, | 5 15 Mia! 37. Horſley, I. Flint 
WILTSHIRE. 38. Sodbury, 7. Ferebec 
17. nradſord, A: ing 39. Thornbury 
18. Bratton, | | | 49. Wotton-under-edge, T. Simmonds 


State of theChurches ſince laſt Miociation. 
By Baptiſm 20g 5 r 


| | Received. By Letter 1 > Diſmiſſion 9 
k Reſtored . 
re | „„ 
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Diminiſhed , 86 


Clear Increaſe +. , 137, excluſive of the Church at Dartmouth, 

« at which place 45 have been baptized within the laſt two years, 

_ 8 ” " , ; — * 

pa 2 Ju Publiſhed, 
„ Enit CRUCLIr1E&D, CHE GRAND THEME Or FTAUL“s MINISTK 1— 
A Sermon, by Jamazs Doxx, price 1s. 

e. DiscoursEs ON THE ALL-SUFFICIENT GRAC1TOQUS Adar Apen o 
THE Srimir or CurisT; and Memoirs of the venerable Mr. Wu. 
'LzrazD, who died in the ggth year of his age, having been'a Member of 
the Baptiſt Church formerly eater the carc of Dr. GIII 82 yecrs. By 
Joun Rirrox, D. D., price as. 

3. PZIODIc AL AccounTs, relative to the Baptiſt Miſtonary Society— 


Fu : Number VI. price 1s. 


I Theſe are fold by Burro and Conves, London, Jamzs, Briſtol, and 
the laſt may be had of the Baptiſt Miniſters in moſt of the principal Towns 
in the Kingdom. ———Specdily will be publiſhed, 

Memoirs of the late Mr. S. Pzazxct, compiled "by Mr. Fur LER, ace 

ied with an authentic Likeneſs, painted by Mell ley and engraved by 
K. Fograler to the King. 


e 8288 Printer, Corp-{treet, Briſtol, 


. 7 2 . ry " 1 we ” 


